Independently of its records of a rnpidly vanishing faith it is told with
an evident truth as unflinching as it is tender,1

Furness' remarks were, no doubt, more accurate than he had
intended, for I*\itlwr tunl Son was to be the only book of (Josse's
to survive the sudden eclipse of his prodigious reputation which
followed upon his death. But the immediate recognition of the
work is clearly recorded in Inirncss' response as it is in another
letter sent to (Josse on 16 January HJIO by the American novelist
William 1 lowells:

1 read slowly and faithfully and 1 have got only to the point of your
mother's death. But what a world I have passed through! There is a
universal truth to child life in it all, and the spcdaliyed truth is most
wonderful and pitiful. I have fairly ached alont1; the story. In all the
autobiographical hooks I have read 1 remember nothing equalling it."

In n further letter, written five days later, I lowells confirmed
the truth of his first reactions, praised the diction of the book as
'exquisite in its tender precision' and, with not uncharacteristic
American euphoria, claimed:

The pathetic tale could not be better worded if a syndicate of
masters rose from their graves to do it; say Milton, Dante and Shako*
speare. Truly a most beautiful book.;v

Gosse never received quite such adulation from his HngHsh
critics but the reputation of the book grew steadily in this
; country  and  its  achievement  was  widely   acknowledged.
George Bernard Shaw declared it to be *one of the immortal
pages in English literature'4 and even the young and pugna-
: cious Ezra Pound, in a destructive review of Gosse as repre-
! sentativc of official and otiose British culture, yet conceded:
l *Gossc has written one excellent book: Father and Son.'* In
1927, a year before the death of Gosse at the ;xgc of seventy-
) nine, Harold Nicolson also drew attention to the book, naming
l it *a masterpiece* in which *the author had been able to combine
the maximum of scientific interest with the maximum of liter-
ary form'.6 We will have reason to consider this judgement at
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